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OUR CHICAGO
This summer, 16 teens were interviewed and selected to participate a six week program called iCamp.

This program was dedicated to teach teens as much as they could in six week all about media and how to 
produce it.

They also were taught how to incorporate their communities into the media they produce. Read on and find 
out more about this multi-media program.

Since day one, ideas have been flying high. Every day, a new idea came. Soon those ideas were
transferred from the mind to either the computers, paper, or a camera. There was always something to work 
on. So we could get so much accomplished in so little time, we broke off into groups. Each group worked on 
different projects, with a different mentor. There were three multi-media experts, working with us. John Lester, 
Matthew Arnett, and “Kwe”. Each of them can work in many fields when it comes to media. John worked with 
the video group. Kwe worked with the mix tape group, and Matthew worked with the writers. Although it may 
sounds as if we were separated, it wasn’t like that at all. We were all really close since the first day and eager 
to work with each other. Most of the time, we resided at North West Tower, then every Thursday we were out 

exploring “Our Chicago”.
Other than Media, iCamp members also learned about being entrepreneurs and how to make our own business 
cards. If any of us ever wanted to work in the media industry, the things we’ve done in iCamp could be but 
on our resumes and portfolio’s. Probably like a lot of famous companies, every morning we go over the daily 

agenda, in the afternoons, symposium, then at the end of today a recap to see what all we have gotten 
accomplished. These little meetings kept the groups informed and active. 

You can ask almost any of the iCampers if their experience this summer was positive one and they will reply 
yes. In my opinion this was one of the best experiences I’ve ever had. It has built on existing knowledge that 
we came in the program with and it can benefit us in the future. I asked Sparkle, an iCamper working with 
the video group did iCamp meet her expectations and is she leaving the group with any gained knowledge or 
skills. She replied, “Actually in a way it did, and yes i learned a lot of skills with video making and comput-
er skills.” I also asked her if she would ever do this program or any other like this again she said “Of course!”  
That’s iCamp for you. Were young minds making and producing quality media. Hopefully this is not the 

end of friendships and projects. 
We all hope that you enjoy the rest of Magazine. 
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Is 18 Grown?
by Antoinette Copeland

When you hit the age of 18, 
you strongly believe nobody 
can tell you a thing. Oh when 
you are 18 you believe that 
you rule the world and you 
don’t need anyone’s advice 
or anything. My question 
truly is: Is 18 grown? In order 
to be grown, you have to be 
responsible, use good judg-
ment, be one step ahead of 
the game and take care 
of all your responsibilities. 
Being grown doesn’t con-
sist of telling adults to go 
to hell, bossing everyone 
around and saying “Man 
you can’t tell me nothing.” 
Perhaps we’ve been listen-
ing to too much “Can’t tell 
me nothing” by Kanye West. 
Being grown is being mature 
and going about a variety of 
situations in a mature man-

ner.

I am 18 years old and I’m 
grown. I’m grown because I 
take care of my responsibili-
ties, I help my dad with the bills and I’m 
on the mature side of town. It’s ignorant 
to throw around the phrase “I’m grown” 
like a basketball or an extremely hot po-
tato when you exercise no actions of a 
mature adult. You are not grown if you 
sit on your butt and refuse to take care of 
your responsibities and act as if you’re a 
! rst grader. Seriously, if your little sister 
acts more mature and responsible than 
you, you need your butt tore up and 

that’s real, simply because you are 
supposed to be her leader.

This topic has been untouched for a 
minute and now I’m going to bring 
it back with that load of nothing but 
the truth, so help me God. I am not 
going to play the favoritism game 
and side with my fellow 18 year old 
posse because then this wouldn’t be 
the truth. Real talk, I’ve seen some of 
the most childish and irresponsible 

18 year olds on the face of 
the universe and they have 
the nerve to call themselves 
“grown,” please spare me 
child" You know exactly what 
I mean. The ones who blame 
everyone but themselves 
for everything [not being ac-
countable for their actions]. 
I used to be that way, then i 
grew up and realized that I’m 

at fault sometimes and 
it’s unfair and dumb to 
blame everyone else but 

myself.

Some people may think 
being grown is too hard 

and you want to keep hav-
ing fun. WAKE UP, you 
don’t have to be an idiot in 
order to have fun, you can 
seriously be the sharpest 
tool in the tool shed and 
still go out and have the 
time of your life. Yeah here 
comes the big BUT, but 
you have to still exercise 
good judgment by thinking 

before you do anything and measuring the 
consequences of your actions. So don’t 
think being grown is no fun and consists of 
being a wet blanket, rain on a parade, and 
a party pooper. Trust me, it has it’s major 
ups. If you have the balls to call yourself 
grown, how about acting like it instead of 
throwing the phrase around like a ball in 
the game of TIPS. Always remember that 

actions speak way louder than words.

“I’m Grown Because 
I take care of my 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ”
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Aries (Mar.21- Apr.20)
Element: Fire

Compatible Signs 
Love: Libra 

Friends: Aquarius
Times have been getting tough lately 
but don’t focus on all the negative, you 
can only get through this with a positive 
mind.

Taurus ( Apr. 21- May 21)
Element: Earth

Compatible Signs 
Love: Taurus - Friends: Gemini

Positive energy is being expressed this 
month. You need to spend more quality 
time with quality people.

Gemini ( May 22 – Jun. 21)
Element: Air

Compatible Signs
Love: Aries - Friends: Leo

You’re going to feel a little mellow. Don’t 
let your mood ruin everything for you 
though. Right now you just need to vent. 
Try talking to your best friend or a family 
member.

Cancer (Jun.22 – Jul. 22)
Element: Water

Compatible Signs
Love: Gemini -  Friends: Virgo

If you’re working on something impor-
tant, a little extra attention and effort 
couldn’t hurt. The little mistakes you 
make and completely throw off now, can 
have a huge and negative impact later.

Leo (Jul.23 – Aug.21)
Element: Fire

Compatible Signs
Love: Pisces - Friends: Scorpio

There may be an oppressor, in your 
life right now, they’ll walk all over you 
and boss you around and for some rea-
son, you just can’t say no. Don’t worry 

though, there’s some one trying to help 
you through all of this.

Virgo (Aug.22 – Sept.23)
Element: Earth

Compatible Signs 
Love: Capricorn 
Friends: Pisces

You got the last bit of info you 
needed about something that has been 
bugging you,  how you use it is com-
pletely up to you.

Libra (Sept.24 – Oct. 23)
Element: Air

Compatible Signs
Love: Sagittarius 
Friends: Scorpio

You might consider changing your 
friends. Whatever you are thinking 
about changing, trust your gut.

 Scorpio (Oct.24 – Nov. 22)
Element:Water

Compatible Signs
Love: Taurus 

Friends: Sagittarius 
You see your self as the “Big 

Picture” person but right now your ! ne 
with the little details.

Sagittarius (Nov.23-Dec.22)
Element: Fire

Compatible Signs
Love: Virgo 

Friends: Taurus
Either you’re having issues with author-
ity or authority is having issues with 
you. Sometimes you will have lazy days 
where your energy won’t be at its high-
est. Try to enjoy those days.

Capricorn ( Dec.23-Jan.20)
Element: Earth

Compatible Signs 
Love: Cancer
Friends: Aries

You are really going to be getting  things 
done" Unfortunately, you might be short 
of con! dence. I’m sure you’ll ! nd a way 
to raise your con! dence level.

Aquarius (Jan.21-Feb.19)
Element: Air

Compatible Signs 
Love: Scorpio 

Friends: Gemini
You’re ! nally in touch with re-

ality, and can talk with almost any one 
now. You’ve been feeling a little forgot-
ten lately, don’t worry you have a sur-
prise coming your way.

Pisces (Feb.20-Mar.20)
Element: Water 

Compatible Signs
Love: Aquarius - Friends: Tau-

rus
Your day of action is coming. Lately 
you’ve been feeling really possessive, 
it might be with money, or with your 
signi! cant other. You also may be ex-
periencing a bit of drama. You just really 
need to chill.

Horoscopes
by Lauren Taylor

What do the stars 
see in your future?
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Dating Advice
by Matthew Jones and Antoinette Copeland

From a male’s 
P.O.V. 

1. Trust your boyfriend/girlfriend, 
if you don’t have trust you don’t 
have anything.

2. Love isn't suppose to hurt so 
don’t let your boy or girlfriend hurt 
you physically or emotionally.

3. Stay con! dent with your part-
ner, even when things are not 
going well.

4. Give each other space, you 
don’t need to be around each 
other all the time.

5. Remember what happened in 
the past is the past.

6. Don’t let your boy or girlfriend 
drag you down, if he or she 
does things that aren’t right you 
shouldn’t be in that/a relationship.

7. Don’t do anything you're not 
ready for, if he or she pressures 
you they're not right for you.

 8. Don’t date a person for what 
they got date them for them.

9. Don’t listen to what people say, 
! nd out for yourself. It could be 

emails and text messages. Re-
member if you're looking for 
something you're going to ! nd it. 
This includes calling numbers in 
his/her phone or answering calls. 
Be respectable" Even 

though that's your man/woman 
they still desserve their privacy

5. Guard your heart and make 
sure it's the right one that gets to 
your heart.

6. If they’re constantly accusing 
you of cheating and you're actual-
ly not, tell them #deuces# because 
for one they’re not trusting you 
and it's more than likely they’re 
doing the cheating.

7. If he/she is pressuring you for 
sex, You don't need him/her be-
cause if he/she really gave a care 
in the world about you,he would 
respect your wishes instead of 
constantly trying to get in your 
draws"

8. Know what you want to get out 
of the relationship before you go 
any further. This will prevent any 
misunderstandings or any getting 
hopes up for some other stuff 
that's more than 
likely isn't hap-
pening.

From a female’s 
P.O.V.

1. Trust your boyfriend/girlfriend 
but keep your eyes open too.

2. Always have communication 
because communication is one of 
keys to a more successful rela-
tionship.

3. Look at all possible signs of 
cheating and shadiness such as 
extreme closeness to other fe-
males/males, consistency of him/
her not answering your calls and 
texts, if he/she gets calls when 
he's/she’s with you he/she looks 
at his/her phone and silences it or 
he/she takes their phone call in 
another room.Seriously don't play 
the fool"

4. Don't look through eachother’s, 
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Long Distance Relationships
by Antoinette Copeland

  Long distance relationships 
tend to make me uncomfortable. Why 
is that? Well it's just the thought 
of being away from my signi! -
cant other will drive me up the 
wall and over to the next wall. I 
can stand him living in a different 
neighborhood, going to a differ-
ent school and even on the south 
side somewhere near where my 
kick butt Sox team rests at but 
if he was to live in another state 
that's hours away, then I don't 
think I can bare that. I would feel 
incomplete as if I got on the bus 
and went over my best friend's 
house and came to the realiza-
tion that I left my cellphone at 
home on the charger. It just would kill 
me not being able to see him when 
i want to on a daily basis and just 
settling for dinky phone and internet 
conversations or dare I say spending 
thousands of dollars on gas to see 
him or for him to see me. Okay I'm just 
over exaggerating a little bit on the 
#thousands of dollars#part but seriously 
gas these days will send Bill Gates to 
Brokesville.

It has been said that if you have trust 
and really love and genuinely care for 
this person, then distance wouldn't 

necessarily bother you too much. 
That is true in a sense but what 
about make out or #caking# ses-
sions and just pure romance? You 
can't get that through a text, phone 
conversation or internet you can only 
get that up close and personal. It's 
not too much fun kissing your pillow 
and pretending it's your boo. In fact 
that kind of makes you look like a 
mental patient. It's not a walk in the 
park feeling lonely and feeling as 

though you're single when in actuality 
you have a signi! cant other.

I suggest that if you going to do a long 
distance relationship for the ! rst, sec-
ond or even third time, that you realize 
that trust, love, respect, work, patience 
and support is very important. If you 
don't have these important characteris-
tics then guess what? You have noth-
ing at all" Even though I'm not a fan of 
the long distance thing, I still have to 
respect other's likes and relationships 
period point blank. If you are really into 
this person, then the distance wouldn't 
matter to you that much.

What to avoid:

These are things that will set you up for 
FAILURE [I mean failure in a size ! fty 
font and red letters]:

1. Don't $ irt with anyone because 
$ irting leads to other things that would 
basically dig yourself a grave.

2. Please avoid being idiotic enough 
to exchange numbers with people who 
you are physically attracted to and 
those who expect more than a friend-

ship. It doesn't take a genius to 
know that..

Man I can't stress these things 
enough""" These are the ingre-
dients for the recipe of disaster, 
pain, revenge, breakup, failure 
and side piece a.k.a. dips. So if 
you decide to use the fact that 
you feel like you're single or you 
don't get to see your love as 
an excuse to cheat, realize that 
nothing good will come out of this 
but a few hours of #pleasure# and 
#fun# and then comes the misery 
afterwards. Let me say you don't 

have an excuse and how dare you use 
the excuse that you feel single and you 
don't get to see your baby because you 
knew this was a hard job before you 
took it, so please don't act brand new" 
In order to make this work you have to 
keep your mind focused on your rela-
tionship and how to make it prosper. 
Also you have to treat it as any rela-
tionship that's in your neighborhood by 
staying faithful, honest and the many 
other things that will make this work out 
better than expected.

7



 This q:a is just to show the differ-
ent points of view between boys and 
girls.

Q: Why do boys sag their pants? Do 
you think it’s cool?
A: I think sagging pants is not cool 
but to some its a fashion trend that 
originated in prison.
A: I don’t sag my pants, so i really 
wouldn’t know.
A: I don’t like tight pants and I don’t 
think it’s cool.

Q. Why do women were tight 
clothes?
A.  Because its the style and it shows 
off their ! gure.
A  To show their (butt).
A. to show of their body, like my-
self.

Q: Why is it okay for boys to cheat
    and not girls?
A: It should be equal on both sides
A: i don’t think boys or girls should 
cheat
A: I don’t know

Q. Do you think women could start 
a new style with wearing looser 
clothes?
A. I think that the trend could start 
but not nothing really baggy...you 

don’t have to wear tight stuff to be 
cute. Know that"
A. I think we could. You really don’t 
have to wear tight clothes.

Q: Why do guys call females 
B*^@HES? But when we call them 
one its a big thing?
A:its just a word"
A:Its a word that extremely of-
fensive and you wouldn’t like it if 
somebody called you,your mama,or 
your little sister one.
A:Personally, i don’t use 
that word toward females.
if a female is being called 
a b*^@h it most likely re-
# ects on how she acts. If 
a female call me one its 
like no big thing. Its still 
like calling me out of my 
name. It really don’t mean 
anything to me.
A: I think its offensive and 
some of my guys call girls 
bitches because thats ex-
actly how they are acting, 
but I’ve seen some of them 
get a little upset when i 
girl or a guy call them a 
b*^@h.
A: Because it’s a female 
thing and we hear it on tv 
a lot.

A: Because we don’t want to be 
looked as a females.

Q: Do u think that women wear tight 
clothes to attract men?
A: Yeah, some women do that but 
like I said at ! rst is also just for 
fashion.
A: Yeah, but most of the time its just 
for fashion.
A: Sometimes, sometimes we do it 
for ourselves.

Q: Why do guys say one thing and 
be on something else?
A: We do that cause we really don’t 
want you to know
what we really want.
A: Everybody does that. It’s human 
nature.
A: First of all, you have to realize 
all guys aren’t like this. Some males 
are out to explore females just to get 
what they want.
 
Q. Why do girls like controlling ev-
erything?
A. Because boys always are laid 
back and never want to do 



anything.
A. Because they don’t step up and 
take control.
A. We do not control everything, 
It’s just that somethings need to be 
done a certain way and you may 
need help.

Q: Why do some guys wear Timber-
land boots with shorts in the sum-
mer?
A: Just in case you have to 
! ght somebody you stomp 
somebody out.
A: I don’t know...I don’t 
wear it...probably because 
they want to stomp some-
body out.
A: Because it’s a style

Q. Why do girls take there 
hair down in school?
A. I don’t do that.
A. Thats nasty I really don’t 
approve of that.
A. I do it at home.

Q: Why do guys talk to so 
many females at one time?
A:To make them seem like 
a pimp.
A: Some do it because of 
the fun
   of it and some just aren’t 
ready
   to be committed to one girl.
A: A backup plan just in case one 
doesn’t work out

Q. Why are most girls stuck up (act 
as if they are higher then every-
one)?
A. Because they don’t want to seem 
easy and some of them actually 
think they are better than everyone 
else.
A. Because we don’t want to seem 
easy. It’s like a force! eld so we 
wont get hurt.
A: I don’t do that.

Q: Why do a lot of guys wear those 
long T-shirts that look like night 
gowns?
A: They really are for tall people, 
because it ! ts us length wise.
A: To stay warm.
A: I don’t wear them.
 
Q: Why do do boys spray Axe over 

their funk?
A: I don’t do that.
A: It helps the funk go away a lit-
tle.
A: Because it make us smell fresh.

Q: Why don’t some guys wear belts? 
Every 5 seconds they keep pulling 
their pants back up"
A: I don’t do that.
A: I Don’t know i don’t do it.
A: I don’t know i don’t do that.

Q: Why do some guys lie about hav-
ing sex with a girl when they really 

didn’t get no play?
A: So they can make it seem like 
they’re cool.
A: I don’t lie about sex but some 
guys probably do it just to portray a 
certain look.
A: I never had that problem.

Q: What’s the purpose of wearing 
socks with Nike sandals?

A: Cause we got ugly feet.
A: Just feel like wearing 
socks.
A: I don’t like waring san-
dals.

Q: Why do boys always say 
no homo behind everything?
A: Because some stuff we 
say sound homo so people 
wont get it twisted we say no 
homo.
A: Because they might have 
said something gay
A: Cause we might have said 
something gay at the time 
so to clear it up we say no 
homo.

Q: Why do guys always try 
to holla at a girl but when she 
say no he wants to dog her 
and say she’s ugly?
A: I don’t do that thats stu-
pid.

A: Because they don’t know how to 
handle rejection.
A: Because they have to feel ma-
cho.

Q: Why are guys scared to wear 
pink?
A: People think it’s Gay.
A: Because it’s Gay.
A: Pink is a feminine color.

Q: Why do guys hate on other 
guys?
A: Because they jealous of what 
they have.



 This q:a is just to show the differ-
ent points of view between boys and 
girls.

Q: Why do boys sag their pants? Do 
you think it’s cool?
A: I think sagging pants is not cool 
but to some its a fashion trend that 
originated in prison.
A: I don’t sag my pants, so i really 
wouldn’t know.
A: I don’t like tight pants and I don’t 
think it’s cool.

Q. Why do women were tight 
clothes?
A.  Because its the style and it shows 
off their ! gure.
A  To show their (butt).
A. to show of their body, like my-
self.

Q: Why is it okay for boys to cheat
    and not girls?
A: It should be equal on both sides
A: i don’t think boys or girls should 
cheat
A: I don’t know

Q. Do you think women could start 
a new style with wearing looser 
clothes?
A. I think that the trend could start 
but not nothing really baggy...you 
don’t have to wear tight stuff to be 
cute. Know that"
A. I think we could. You really don’t 
have to wear tight clothes.

Q: Why do guys call females 
B*^@HES? But when we call them 
one its a big thing?
A:its just a word"
A:Its a word that extremely of-
fensive and you wouldn’t like it if 
somebody called you,your mama,or 
your little sister one.
A:Personally, i don’t use that word 
toward females.if a female is being 
called a b*^@h it most likely re# ects 

on how she acts. If a female call me 
one its like no big thing. Its still like 
calling me out of my name. It really 
don’t mean anything to me.
A: I think its offensive and some of 
my guys call girls bitches because 
thats exactly how they are acting, 
but I’ve seen some of them get a 
little upset when i girl or a guy call 
them a b*^@h.
A: Because it’s a female thing and 
we hear it on tv a lot.
A: Because we don’t want to be 
looked as a females.

Q: Do u think that women wear tight 
clothes to attract men?
A: Yeah, some women do that but 
like I said at ! rst is also just for 
fashion.
A: Yeah, but most of the time its just 
for fashion.
A: Sometimes, sometimes we do it 
for ourselves.

Q: Why do guys say one thing and 
be on something else?
A: We do that cause we really don’t 
want you to know
what we really want.
A: Everybody does that. It’s human 
nature.
A: First of all, you have to realize 
all guys aren’t like this. Some males 
are out to explore females just to get 
what they want.
 
Q. Why do girls like controlling ev-
erything?
A. Because boys always are laid 
back and never want to do any-
thing.
A. Because they don’t step up and 
take control.
A. We do not control everything, 
It’s just that somethings need to be 
done a certain way and you may 
need help.

Q: Why do some guys wear Tim-

berland boots with shorts in the 
summer?
A: Just in case you have to ! ght 
somebody you stomp somebody 
out.
A: I don’t know...I don’t wear it...
probably because they want to 
stomp somebody out.
A: Because it’s a style

Q. Why do girls take there hair down 
in school?
A. I don’t do that.
A. Thats nasty I really don’t approve 
of that.
A. I do it at home.

Q: Why do guys talk to so many fe-
males at one time?
A:To make them seem like a pimp.
A: Some do it because of the fun
   of it and some just aren’t ready
   to be committed to one girl.
A: A backup plan just in case one 
doesn’t work out

Q. Why are most girls stuck up (act 
as if they are higher then every-
one)?
A. Because they don’t want to seem 
easy and some of them actually 
think they are better than everyone 
else.
A. Because we don’t want to seem 
easy. It’s like a force! eld so we 
wont get hurt.

Broken Up
by Antoinette Copeland



The Ultimate Label Quiz
By Lauren Taylor

WHAT’S YOUR LABEL?

Whether you believe in labels or not, 
there are people all over the world who 
categorize you, label you and make 
everything your about one big stereo-
type. Take this quiz and see where 
you’ll end up.

After school you...                                                                                                                  
A. Write Poetry
B. Do your home work and 
get ready for the big debate
C. Go play ball or write a 
new cheer with the other 
cheer leaders
D. Study a little, then hit up 
myspace 

Whats your social rating on a 
scale of 1-10?

A. 0-2 (I’m mostly alone)
B. 3-5 ( I’m cool with my 
friends)
C. 6-8 ( I hang with the beauti-
ful people)
D. 8-10 ( I get along with every one) 

 Which artist are you most likely to 
listen to?
A. My chemical romance
B. Beethoven

C. Kanye West
D. My play list has no speci! c artist or 
genre
What’s your favorite color out of...

A. Black
B. The school colors, of course
C. Red or Blue
D. My color isn’t listed here 

How do you express stress, or anger?
 A. I cry and sometimes I hurt myself
B. I bump the Beethoven
C. I release it out on the court
D. I vent to a friend

On the weekend you...
A. Stay in the house
B. Play with family
C. Go to a party
D. Hang out with friends

Last one - Do you think you’re...

A. Emo
B. Preppy

C. Popular
D. Normal 

Mostly A: You’re Emo- You’re 
emotional and artistic. (cheer 
up emo kid)

Mostly B: You’re Preppy- You 
love being involved with 
school or work and not afraid 
to show it.

Mostly C: You’re Popular- 
You’re pretty famous around 
the school or work place. Just 

not sure if people like your for 
yourself.

       Mostly D: You’re Open Minded - 
You can hang with any crew and not 
limited to certain things.
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With Me To The End
by Lauren Taylor

 When I was only 12 years 
old, I wanted a tattoo really badly. 
I would beg my mother everyday, 
and bring it up every time we had 
a conversation. Then, my mom 
! nally gave in. She went to the 
man who did most of our family 
member’s tattoos. He said no, 
I was too young, and my mom 
was actually happy he said no. 
Three years later, I’m a fresh-
men in high school, and it's 
around report card time. My 
mom and I were talking, and 
then she brought up my grades 
in our conversation. Then she 
said “If you get only one “C” on 
your report card, you can get a 
tattoo.” I was excited and ner-
vous at the same time. Never 
in my educational history have 
I only gotten one “C” after 5th 
grade. So when I went back 
to school the following day, I 
asked all my teachers what my 
current grade was and what 
I would have to bring them 
up. Everyday I made sure my 
homework was done, and cor-
rect before I turned it in.  When 
report cards came out I had three 
A’s, two B’s and one C.

   That Sunday, my aunt, mom, sis-
ter and I went to the tattoo parlor. 
The train and bus ride over I was 
thinking to my self, “I’m not going 
through with this, I’m not ready.” 
Just waiting for my mom to change 

her mind. Just in case I was crazy 
enough to do it. I had an idea of 
what I wanted. When we got to the 
place, my heart was beating faster 
than ever. I even was still thinking, 
#I’m not going to do this.# Even 
though I just knew I wasn’t going 

to go through with it, I decided to 
look through the books anyways.  
For about twenty minutes, I said 
I wasn’t going to get a tattoo, and 
then I said “This is what I want"” 
Pointing to the Chinese symbol 
that means spirit. My aunt showed 
the man who was doing the tattoo-
ing, my choice, and he led us all 

to the back. At this point, my heart 
was about to pop right out of my 
chest.

    My mom told me there is NO 
turning back now. I sat down in the 
chair, and waited for him to come 

over. There was a girl before me 
getting a piercing. Her mother 
was with her as well, closing 
her eyes so she wouldn’t see 
her daughter get a hole in her 
lip. Once he’s done with her, he 
sat next to me. Now I know I’m 
going to do it. He started rub-
bing alcohol on my arm, and 
took a fresh needle out of the 
pack. Right there, it hit me. I 
was getting a tattoo, a life part-
ner, something that was going 
to stick with me forever. I start-
ed crying. My aunt began tak-
ing pictures and laughing. Then 
the man told me it was going to 
hurt, but I was going to be okay. 
I took my i pod out and turned it 
on the loudest rock songs I had 
to drown out the sound of ma-
chine marking me.

   As he poked me numerous of  
times, I realized that it wasn’t hurt-
ing as much as people made it 
seem. I didn’t bother to even look 
at my arm because the sight of 
blood sometimes makes me sick. 
I didn’t make a sound or move. Fif-
teen minutes later he was done. It 
was weird at ! rst, and I had to take 



care of it. Every day now, I wonder 
if I should have waited,

   The purpose for telling this story 
is to show: one, I shouldn’t have 
to promise to be rewarded in order 
to be concerned about my grades, 
and two, people say, #You’re lucky 
you have a tattoo, I wish my mom 
would let me get one.# I’m not 
lucky because I have a tattoo. 
Something I left out of my story 
was my mom actually wanted me 
to get a piercing and not the tat-
too. I think that any one under the 
age of eighteen should wait. I be-
lieve when someone gets a tattoo, 
they’re making a life long deci-
sion. When you’re older, you have 
to make sure your tattoo is not 
showing when applying for jobs. 
I’m only ! fteen, I knew it couldn’t 
be visible, because I go to a mili-
tary school, then I had to think of 
places that if some one wanted 
to see I can show them with no 
problems, think of places so that 
if my body changed dramatically 
it wouldn’t look weird, and think 
about possible careers I was in-
terested in. I had two weeks at the 
time to think about all of this.

This is just too much. I have no 
clue at what I want to become 
when I’m older, and I have no clue 
of how I’ll look in the future. So if 
you’re under the age of eighteen, 
think these things over for a sec-
ond whether you still want a tattoo 
or not and the consequences.

 Here are some things you need 

to onsider before you get your ! rst 
tattoo.

%1: It’s expensive: depending on 
where you go, what you get and 
if you have any hookups, tattoos 
can cost a lot.

%2: It HURTS: I got mine in a 
place where it didn’t hurt as much 
as it could have. However, it did 
hurt. It wasn’t like giving child birth 
though.

%3: If you’re alone, make sure the 
person giving the tattoo opens 
up a new needle: If you're going 
to your friend's cousin basement, 
who knows how many people that 
needle has touched. If it doesn’t 
look too sanitary, and you don’t 
see a fresh needle being used, 
GET OUT OF THERE"

%4: When you have an idea of a 
speci! c tattoo, you won’t leave 
that place with the one you had in 
mind: a lot of people say “I’m go-

ing to get this"” and come out with 
something completely different.

%5. Make it symbolic: (This is my 
personal rule) Think of it this way, 
it's with you forever, til the day you 
die. You don’t want to explain to 
your great grandchildren one day.
Why you got your “ex” boyfriend 
from when you were sixteen on 
your arm. 

 There are many more things to be 
concerned about when you get a 
tattoo when you’re young. I don’t 
regret my tattoo right now be-
cause it has a symbolic meaning 
to me. However, in the future, I’m 
pretty sure I’ll be bothered by it. 
I’m not telling you to wait till you’re 
older, but just saying THINK. Is 
this something you really want to 
do right now? You probably don’t 
have any of the answers to the 
things I had to think about. You 
won’t until you reach that part of 
your life. A teacher who tried to 
stop me from getting it, told me 
“The worst that can happen is 
your dreams of going to a certain 
school, or getting a certain job, 
can be crushed all because they 
saw a mark on your body.” I will 
wait a while before I get my next. 
That’s it. Just remember…

THINK 
BEFORE
 YOU GET 

INKED" 
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Seasonal Fashion
By Charnele Maxwell
Lately, young people try to keep up with 
looks of today's fashion. Today, I will be 
giving you the tips of how fashion.
 

Spring Fashion
Checkered Shorts are really in for ev-
eryone, with camis or just a wife beater. 
But remember always be bright"

Summer Fashion
Lately we have seen girls wearing leg-
gings with either Shorts or Skirts. That 
style is what's in this summer.WE'RE 
BRINGING BACK THE 80'S"
 

Fall Fashion
Time to get ready to put the arms and 
legs away. Skinny leg jeans with sweat-
ers, or maybe graphic shirts. The shoes 
are really simple you can put on $ ats 
or maybe a pair of your favorite gym 
shoes.
 

Winter Fashion
Short coats with the fur is what most are 
really wearing in the winter. Sometimes 
you might wear long coats with the fur 
around it. You could wear the skinny leg 
jeans you bought during the summer to 
save money, but to top the whole thing 
off with the long leg boots
    
Keeping up with the fashion is hard all 
you have to do is pay attention to the 
well dressed people and maybe people 

on the T.V.
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Does Name Brand 
Really Matter?

by Kyra Davis Here’s a little girl with low self esteem 
and doubt.
Who went to school every day and
got talked about.
Growing up in Bronze ville she wanted 
to kill herself she ! gured
“I don’t want to be a burden, whats the 
world with one less?
One less child, One less life, One less 
dream, One less heart to heal,
One more heart thats chilled
is what she feels.
She knew leaving this earth was a 
blessing and with her gone it would 
teach everyone a lesson.
But little did she know she had a pur-
pose to be here inside to tell
her story, pray and encourage,and heal 
them so they wont feel the pain that 
almost killed her
That made her say words that didn’t 
appeal to the almighty
Stripped her of her intellectual mind 
and made her speak the
irrelevant.
Now a little grown up and the pain 
grew in portions she would have had a 
baby and then an abortion.
But the only thing that saved her was 
the power of her savior
and the little portion of knowledge she 
had in remembrance of her grand dad 
Later on she begin to see that she had 
a destiny,
she had a dream, to be loose, free,
and self con! dent, and shake off the 
salt that haters blow on her.
Lil buddy grew more and now she is 15 
got high con! dence and self esteem. 
She goes school every day atMarine 
Military
She’s carrying out her purpose and 
living the American dream.
Ask me how I know
cause she is me.

Does name brand really matter 
to you?

I don’t care too much for it, even 
though I wear it sometimes. For 
most people, name brand really 
does matter. Everything I wear 
isn’t name brand; some of my 
clothes are just no names that 
look cute. As long as my ! t’s cute, 
it doesn’t even matter. Don’t get 
me wrong, name brand is what’s 
poppin, ya digg? But it isn’t like if 
you don’t wear Baby Phat, Roca 
wear, Ecko, or any other name 
brand clothing, you’re gone die 
but if you’re one of those high 
maintenance chicks who believe 
it, so be it.

Name brand isn’t all that, I mean 
I wear name brand but not all 
the time. Sometimes you have 
to give name brand a break and 
wear no names sometimes. No 
names could be real cute, just 
like some of the name brands 
you wear, that’s only if you know 
how to rock it. You have to rock 
that no name as if it had a name. 

You feel me? I mean think about 
it, do you wear name brand ev-
eryday? When you go to the 
mall, is the only thing you buy 
name brand? Is name brand all 
you have in your closet? If you 
answered yeah to all of these 
questions then I advise you to 
get help. Like seriously. This is 
a serious matter. Well, not re-
ally, but at least you would have 
a little money in your pocket, in-
stead of spending all your mon-
ey on a whole name brand ! t, ya 
digg? I’m just trying to encour-
age y’all folks, no matter what 
color, how old or how young, to 
slow down on the name brand, 
which is some expensive stuff. 
Why spend your money on them 
high price Roca Wear jeans or 
that $40.00 Dereon hat, when 
you can pay cheap on no name 
clothing to save more money.
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Fashion Do!s and Don!ts
By Kyra Davis and Wyunna Price

This is a de! nite DON’T. I mean those 
stretch pants are just not working, 

those heels aren’t working either.                                                                                                        

NOOOOOOO"""" Please there too much going on in this 
dress. She needs to stop and put that back""""""""""""

This is a DON’T, her skirt’s already short 
and she has a split. That’s not cute.

<<<<< The one on the left is a DON’T, 
because she’s not matching, and a 
whole bunch more. The one on the 
right is a DO, because she match-
ing and it’s cute. It’s just a little bit too 
much brown.

All three of the pictures are Do’s, 
because they’re cute and casual and 

leggings are in today.

Do You 
Know Your 
Fashion Do’s 

& Don’ts?

He may think he doing it 
big in that to little shirt. 

Sorry it’s a DON’T.
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This picture is a 
DO, it’s her style 
and may only look 
right on her.
<<<<

This is too cute, 
this a DO. >>>>

This is a DON’T, 
that yellow just not 
working, the black 

either, she just needs 
to get a whole new 

<<<<<
These hair-
styles are 

cute and neat, 
so I say this is 

a DO.

This is real stylish and 
creative so I say this 

is a DO. >>>>>

This is a DO. It matches 
very well.>>>>>

This is a DO, minus the boots.

>>>>>
Both of them are 

DO’S to me. That’s 
my style right there 
and those pastries 

are hot.Fashion is an 
Art Form



Why Wear Organic?
By Lauren Taylor

How would you feel if I told you those 
favorite shirts of yours completely made 
of cotton can possibly cause you can-
cer? Or that those favorite cotton shirt 
of yours can cause you: headaches, 
fatigue, nausea, cancers, asthma, birth 
defects, and neurological disorders. 
You’d probably ! rst throw that cotton  
your wearing right now right off your 
back, and then continue reading this 
before you go get  new clothes. In this 
public service announcement your read, 
why wear organic clothing,  and how 
you can bene! t from the change.

About 12.8million acres of conventional, 
cotton is grown in the states. With about 
four pounds being produced per acre. 
55million pounds of pesticides were 
sprayed on each of those 12.8million 
acres This is ranking cotton third in 
pesticide dependence behind soybeans 
and corn. According to Dictionary.com, 
a pesticide is a chemical used to kill 
harmful animals or plants. Pesticides 
are used especially in agriculture and 
around areas where humans live. Some 
are harmful to humans, either from di-
rect contact or as residue on food, or are 
harmful to the environment because of 
their high toxicity, such as DDT (which 
is now banned in many countries). Pes-
ticides include fungicides, herbicides, 
insecticides, and infanticides. 

 Cotton is a pesticide 
heavy crop using approxi-
mately 25& of the world’s 
insecticides and 10& of 
the world’s pesticides. In 
2005 there was said to 
be 6,500 acres of organic 
cotton. I believe if more 
people started wearing 
organic clothing the de-
mand for organic cotton 
will be greater, making 
the producers, produce 
more organic cotton for 
the consumers.  I also 
believe the chances of 
people wearing organic 
clothing, health concerns 
may decrease.

 As I stated before, con-
ventional cotton can 
cause: cancers, asthma, 
nausea, fatigue, head-
aches, neurological dis-
orders, and birth defects.

The Environmental Pro-
tection Agency considers 
7 out of 15 of the top pes-
ticides used on cotton are “possibly”, 
“likely”, and are “known” to cause can-
cers in humans. I’m sure if more people 
started wearing organic clothing that 
would almost cease. 

The World Health Organization esti-
mates that 3 million people get pesticide 
poison every year, with only 200,000 
people annually dying from pesticide 
poison. If children are exposed to meth-
yl, and parathion, (insecticides) they can 
suffer from memory loss and emotional 
swings.  

 According to Maria Colenso, the author 

of “How Organic Clothing Works.”,

Organic agriculture methods help mini-
mize over exposure to toxins like pes-
ticides

And insecticides. Also 50& less energy 
is used on organic farms than con-
ventional farms. Cambridge University 
founded that 60& of the emissions gen-
erated by a single cotton t-shirt come 
from multiple washes and tumble drying 
it requires.

 Two other types of materials besides 
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organic cotton are bamboo and hemp.
 It is said that hemp has an association 
with marijuana. Plants grown for ! ber 
are a different variety than the drug; the 
politics of hemp has made it illegal to 
grow in the U.S.

However it is successfully grown 
throughout Europe, Russia, China, and 
Canada.

Bamboo demands can lead to defor-
estation. Harvesting bamboo and pro-
cessing it are often unregulated. This 
just shows you that, organic and sus-
tainable clothing are not problem free.  

Bamboo pulp ! ber is naturally anti-
bacterial. It also has a nice feel to it. It 
breathes to keep you body temperature 
regulated, and gets rid of moistures fast. 
When it grows, it grows with out the help 
of pesticides or fertilizers.

Besides usual connotations, hemp is a 
hearty plant, with great qualities, espe-
cially when use for clothing. Industrial 
hemp, with minute’s amounts of THC, 
grows fast. It’s also four times as strong 
as cotton. It can be used in food, cloth-
ing, cement, paper, and biol-fuel. It has 
anti-fungal and anti-bacterial proper-

ties, which means 
it keeps odors and 
moisture to a mini-
mum.    

I hope I informed 
you of your other 
options when it 
comes to clothing. 
I’m not telling you 
to throw away ev-
ery inorganic cloth-
ing item you have, 
but think “Green” 
when you’re get-
ting dressed in the 
morning. Think 
about how much 

your cotton wardrobe, could have 
contributed to global warming. You 
can choose to ignore this because 
it’s just inconvenient truth, or you 
can show some new clothes off to 
your friends, and start a trend.

A few stores you can shop at on-
line:

Patagonia.com

Indigneousdesign.com

Terra-tots.com 

bambooearthbrands.com

I’m told I can make a difference-
Though that underestimated next 

breath I take is the difference-
The next word I say is the unseen 
in# uence deep in the mind of the 

person next to me-
I hide and that’s the difference-

Given the effect; an item of which 
I have no choice but to submit 

towards is the difference--

And yet you ask who am I-
I’m the overused and over sought 

step to change-
The northern star of the past-

Your daydreams of a better world-
Your hopes for the preservation and 

advancement of life--

So I watch TV and ask myself-
Who am I ?-

And the violence, genocide, war, 
and desperate cries of the young 

and old-
…..Ready but scared reply:-

You are the future

Who Am I?
by Sparkle Rucker
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Is Violence Really the Answer?
by Cherish Jackson

It depends on 
the situation at 
hand. Violence 
can be the right 
thing to do, but 
it can also be 
the wrong thing 
to do. Some-

times people just wild out cause they 
are bored, and innocent people end up 
being hurt" So my question is, IS 
VIOLENCE REALLY THE ANSWER?

I am 15 years old 
and have been 
placed in some 
violent situations 
in my short life. 
Fighting, arguing 
leading to ! ght-
ing, ! ghting and 
more ! ghting" The 
question is, was 
I right or wrong 
for my actions? 
I could have ig-
nored my oppo-
nent and walked 
away, even though 
they started it. I 
could have just 
squashed it and 
left it alone, realiz-
ing that they were 
not on my level of 
maturity. The key 
words in all of that was I could have but 
I didn’t. Therefore, I was wrong, but also 
right because it was self defense, my 
opponent started the whole thing. Who 
really wants to choose getting picked on 
or ! ghting to stop the madness? No one" 
This is one problem most children, teens 
and adults have to deal with at one point 
of time in their life.

This Sunday, some of my guys went 
to go play ball after church. While they 
were hooping, the people they were go-
ing against tried to “punk” my brother. 
He didn’t hear them, but my other guys 
did and they started taking up for my 
brother. Which lead to arguing that 
could have ended up very bloody and 
nasty. All of that con$ ict could have 
been avoided if my guys hadn’t said 
anything and told my brother after they 
left. This is an example of the ! rst stage 

of violence: CONFLICT"
Con$ ict is the main part of violence. It 
is the main source of why most people 
today end up dead, injured, hurt, mad, 
and angry. People tend to hold on to 
minor problems and make them so per-
sonal, which usually ends up badly, sad 
to say. I feel that if people just stop be-
ing angry and let go of stuff, this city and 
world would be so much better than it is 

right now. So what’s the treatment for 
con$ ict? “Let go of the anger and move 
on with your life”"

Just a few weeks ago, one of my cous-
ins got shot and killed over a basketball 
game. They followed him home while it 
was raining outside and soon after he 
got out of the car, they shot him from a 
distance. He had just came home the 
week before, he hadn’t even been here 
for a whole 2 weeks. They had a con-
$ ict, it ended badly and he got shot and 

killed. This is the second stage of vio-
lence: Someone or people being hurt.

Johnathan Pinkerton (my brother) got 
shot for being at the wrong place by 
a police of! cer who thought he was 
shooting back at him. He was hanging 
out with his cousins in the gardens. He 
was actually running from the person 
that was really shooting. The police ran 20



up behind him and said, “I swear I will 
shoot you, stop"”before he could stop 
running, he got shot in the back. In my 
opinion that was not even called for at 
all""" I’m not saying that because that is 
my brother, I’m saying this because it’s 
happening every day, somebody is get-
ting hurt or killed innocently. We need to 
stop this""""""

The funny thing about violence these 
days, is that people are acting like this 
never happened before. It happens ev-
ery day" It’s just on the news now. Crime 
rates have always been up. They just 
happen to chose to put it on the news to 
inform you and hope that people start to 
make a change. My question is why did 
it take so long for this to get out in the 
open? Is it because somebody impor-
tant’s child got shot? I don’t know.

Mayor Daley is trying to stop gun vio-
lence period, but what he fails to see is 
that you can’t make somebody change. 
Violence is always going to happen. 
What every body doesn’t know is that 
know the gangs are in af! liation season.
So they make children and teens walk up 
to some body ask them a stupid ques-
tion they know they can’t answer,so the 
kill them. Point Blank. The fact that you 
are trying to use money to bribe people 
to trade in their guns is wrong" Do you 
know that people are bringing there old 
guns in cause they got new ones? In 
my opinion, nobody that is in a position 
of higher power is going to do nothing 
about violence unless they see one of 
their children get killed by violence.They 
see black children and Mexican children 
getting killed every day so they push it to 
the side.You can’t tell me that if a white 
child get shot and killed they’ll push it to 
side. NO" Y’all gonna have their story 
posted on 2, 5, 7, 9 and nation wide. 
Why is that? Is it’s because American 
citizens only care about their kind. You 
tell me America, when will this madness 
stop?

Tears run down his eyes
as he is shot by a stray bullet and cries

He was just playing on his porch with his friend Mr. Bear 
Little did he know his life was going to end

He lays on the porch dead
It was 12 in the morning...that child should of been in bed

Why was this child outside?
His parents are inside

Watching tv and on the phone not giving a care in the world 
Not even wondering about their child and Mr. Bear

How do these killers sleep at night?
The murders they commit are no where near right

When a life is taken away
The community silences and the parents have nothing more to say

besides “how could this happen, why?”
Wipe away your tears and stop playing dumb don’t even try it. 
Stop crying and lying because you left him out there all alone
While you were watching BET and gossiping on the phone
Once again admit that you’re wrong and stop playing dumb
Doesn’t your son’s death make you feel guilty and numb?
You should of used your brain and the consequence being 

You lost your son and will have nothing to gain
---------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Effects of Violence
By Antoinette Copeland
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   Old School V S. New School
by Kyra Davis

   

AL GREEN (I’m so tired of 
being alone, can you help 
me girl just as soon as you 

can)

CHRIS BROWN (Take you down, I 
really wanna take you down, and show 

you what i’m about)

VS.

LIL WAYNE (Shawty say she 
wanna lick the wrapper, so i let her 

lick the wrapper)

EASY E (Crusin’ down the street 
in my 6 4, jockin’ the b"***s, slap-

pin’ the ho*s)

VS.

LAURYN HILL (Sweetest thing I’ve 
ever known, was like a kiss on the 
collar bone, soft caress of happi-
ness, the way you walk, your style 

of dreads)

VS.

KEYSHIA COLE (I’m slowly fallin’ out 
of love with you, I don’t know what to 

do)

TLC (Don’t go chasing waterfalls, please 
stick to the rivers and the lakes that you’re 

used to)

VS.
CHERISH (treat me like a Chevy, you can 
show me off, you can let my top back any-

time you want, baby come and shine me, hit 
the gas slow)

 

   



 

   

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
1.   Do you think old school music had more meaning in their lyr-
ics than new school music? 
Yeah, it really do now a days they just talk about sex, drugs and 
money so.  - Cherish  
Old school music is da bomb, like for real, cuz now all they talk 
about is money, cars and hoes"  -Antoinette      
Of course they do. I think that the ! rst true meaning of the devel-
opement of the ! rst old school music was to express themselves 
and minds; in oppose to today many artist take advantage of the 
music to exploit and brag.   - Sparkle Le’Star
I agree with Cherish, new music is really sending out negative 
messages.  - Lauren 

2.   Why do you think the numbers of female artists are decreas-
ing while the male artist increases?
Because women are too scared to show the talent they have 
because they keep comparing their selves to present day sing-
ers.  -Cherish

I think that it is so 
easy for males 
to get into the 
game because 
they are ready 
to give the public 
what they want - 
whether it is de-
grading women 
, talking about 
how much mon-
ey they have, glamorising viloence, etc. - though many women 
who have a problem with this dont end up becoming as success-
ful (big ups to Alicia Keys, Keyshia Coles, Lil Mama, and all da 
females coming strong at the game) - Sparkle Le’Star
It seems like a woman might have to degrade her self or use sex 
appeal in order to become really successful if she’s in the music 
industry.  - Lauren
Women, I don’t know.....what happened to us for real? Man....I 
guess we let the males take over and all they talk about is us in 
a derrogatory way"  - Antoinette 

3.   Do you think the new school artists look up to old school art-
ists as an in$ uence? 
Yes most of them, especially the men""  - Cherish
Of Course" Alicia Keys for example at the BET Awards this year. 
- Lauren
A lot of them do.  - Antoinette

I heard Shorty wanna thug
The message puts a bug in the ear 

of anybody willing to hear
Shorty wanna be the type of girl people wanna see

Now look at this from the thug mentality
The thug is only looking for shorty to bust down
Ready to give it up whenever he comes around

But when he gets fed up 
She’ll see that he can’t be found

and if he gets locked up, you know he’ll be outta town
But shorty wanna thug, someone unreliable 

really excitable and probably maniacal
When he gets upset you’ll see he’s very ! ghtable

With a pocket full of substances that are very lightable, 
Smokable strickly make for ruining lives

Like guns and knives, another instrument of war 
What’s more, the thug don’t even know 

who he’s ! ghting for
But shorty wants diamonds and gold

and all the things that we’re told
that we should have to make us part of the fold

but shorty doesn’t know that she’ being sold 
to the highest bidder

In a contest where the thug will be the winner
In the hood where the riches go to the slickest sinner

Materialistic, keeping money in the center
So yeah, he’ll rent shorty for a couple of drinks, 

a gucci purse and a couple of minks
But who owns shorty? Ask who owns the radio

Telling her to want a thug and telling her she’s a hoe
So that she’ll lick the lollipop and back that thang up

Let go of all decency and modest hang ups
And if she gets knocked up, she’ll js be left with welfare
Daddy say he don’t care, there’s no one left to prepare
The young boys to be men after they drop their semen

That’s how a people went 
from seeking deities to demons

It started with a choice 
But what choice did they really have?

A people with no voice brought up in a project lab
Does shorty really want a thug? The reality is sad

Shorty don’t know what a man is
Cuz she never had a dad

Does Shorty Really Want A 
Thug?

By Kasabez Maakmaha
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Top Charts 
By Matthew Jones and Wyunna Price 

   

R&B 

KEYSHIA COLE is known for her 
soulful voice and music. She has 
released 2 platinum albums, “The 
Way It Is” in 2005 and “Just like 
you” in 2007. This Grammy nomi-
nated R&B singer and song writer 
is currently in the process of accom-
plishing her 3rd album which is un-
titled but coming out in 2009. 

POP

KATY PERRY’s number one hit “I 
kissed a girl” has topped the Bill-
board hot 100, Canadian hot 100 
and the A&R charts. She started off 
as a gospel singer and later switched 

to pop rock, which was a great move 
for her..

RAP

The Louisiana rapper LIL WAYNE 
is self proclaimed best rapper alive. 
Even though he has not sold many 
albums or won many awards, no one 
can deny that his lyrics are  incred-
ible. His recent album Tha Carter 3 
has debuted on the charts as number 
one, selling over a million copies in 
the ! rst week, thanks to the chart 
topping hits A Milli and Lollipop.

ROCK

Disturbed formed in Chicago, Illi-
nois and since 1996, has sold over 
ten million albums worldwide. They 

are one of six rock bands to have 
three back to back hit albums in a 
row. The members consist of David 
Draiman, Dan Donegan, John Moy-
er and Mike Wengren.

COUNTRY
Blake Shelton is a country music 

star who’s ! rst single off his self 
titled 2001 Album spent ! ve weeks 
at number one. The album went cer-
ti! ed gold. In recent years he has 
put out two others albums both with 
more then three hits. Like the ! rst 
albums, both albums went gold. 
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Music Critic 
By Cherish Jackson

   

Usher - Moving Mountains - This 
is a Hot song" it made me get in-
side Usher’s mind and feel the pain 
he felt. I give this a 5 Swaggs

Ben One - Never leave My Girl - 
Ummm if you listen to this song, 
he sorta plays the ! eld. He gets 
mad because the girl he is cheat-
ing with is getting constant phone 
calls from her guy. So he’s like, 
since I’m not the only one in your 
life any more, I’m not cheating I’m 
gonna stick with my one and only. 
This is a catchy song, but i give it 3 
Swaggs on Consistency.

Nas - Testify - This Rap is Hot with 
a capital H Nas really lay things 
out on the table with this.He puts 
history inside this rap to let people 
know that black people are not go-
ing anywhere, no matter what Wil-
lie Lynch said. He compared old 
days to new. I know this song will 
never get played on the radio but I 
encourage you guys to listen to it. I 
give this rap a perfect 5 Swaggs

TI - No Matter What - This rap is 
Off The Chain. TI really let people 
know that he’s still standing even 
though he’s been through a lot, and 
that he staying in the game, he’s 
not going no anywhere. This rap is 

hot freestyle. This is a catchy rap, I 
give this rap a 5 Swaggs
Young Jezzy Ft. Kanye West - I Put 
On - Young Jezzy & Kanye West, 
what exactly are you putting on for 
your city (fakenessnes)? I looked at 
the lyrics. I didn’t see not one good 
line in this rap. Whats up with that" 
i mean come on its missing a lot of 
stuff in there. I give it 4 Swaggs

Solange - I Decided Pt.1 - This 
song is cool, Solange really puts an 
old school feel to music. 4 Swaggs

Lloyd Ft. Lil Wayne - Girls Around 

The World - Lloyd & Lil Wayne re-
ally got their player on in this song. 
This song was cool, and catchy. It 
tells us about how they are inter-
ested in girls. Good song 5 Swaggs

Bow Wow Ft. Soulja Boy - Marco 
Polo -  This song was very fun and 
interject. Nice beat, but the song 
sucks all they talk talking about is 
having a pool party and what all 
they got. I expected more out of 
this song because Bow wow was in 
it but it was a complete disappoint-
ment. I give this no love 0 Swaggs 
(no realness at all)

Lil Mama - What it is (Strike a 

song. I get what he’s saying but 
who really wants to listen to a 
song with somebody dragging 
their words. Don’t get me wrong 
this song is hot but he needs 
to make the beat a little better 
or something. I give this rap 3 
Swaggs

Robin Thicke - Magic - This 
song is so catchy. It kinda has an 
old school feel to it. I like it a lot" 
It sounds like something Earth, 
Wind, and Fire or the temptations 
would do. Nice vocals. 5 Swaggs

Jennifer Hudson - Spotlight - 
Jennifer really snapped out in 
this song, it’s so Hot. She talks 
about how her boy friend smoth-
ers her and how he is controlling. 
The beat is hot. I like the lyrics. 
Excellent  vocals. 5 Swaggs

Shawty Lo - Dun-Dun - Shawty 
lo got a Raw beat on this one. 
Well, I guess he dun-dun it all 
then" Nice music. Crazy lyrics 
but its still missing something 
too. 5 Swaggs

Soulja Boy - She Got a Donk - 
Wow" This song is crazy nice 
beat, nice music, nice lyrics. 
Every thing all good. 2swaggs



TV Critic
by Antoinette Copeland

Flava of Love: This is honestly a 
plate of garbage being served up 
to us" I took the bait and now I’m 
sick"" Honestly, Flava Flav is the 
UGLIEST dude I’ve ever seen in 
my 18 years of living and then you 
have these females on there will-
ing to do whatever with him just 
for camera time and to start up their 
own show, “looking for love”. Who 
could honestly take this guy seri-
ously? He can’t say a word without 
sounding like an idiot and he wears 
a HUGE clock around his neck. I 
honestly don’t believe he can tell 
you what time it is on those clocks. 
Stick with digital clocks Mr. Flav" 
THIS SHOW SUCKS"""

BALDWIN HILLS: Wow, I actu-
ally like this show. I feel that I can 
relate to it because it doesn’t try to 
make a teenager’s life appear like 
a fairy tale and it shows that, yes, 
girls ! ght over boys, females gossip 
and some girls are phony as ever. 
In each episode there are some les-
sons scattered throughout. This sec-
ond season is much better than the 
! rst because there’s more drama in 
it and you really get to see more of 
what each character has to offer to 
the show itself.

I LOVE NEW YORK: I love New 
York? No I don’t" Her plastic butt 
is a hot mess" All African Ameri-
can women should be shaking their 
heads in shame because she feeds 
into the stereotypes of black wom-
en. THIS SHOW SUCKS TO THE  
MAX"""

A SHOT OF LOVE: Unfortunately, 
Flava Flav started up this epidemic 
of shows with people “searching for 
love”. He passes the idiot stick to 
New York and she passed it to Tila 
Tequila. For those who aren’t famil-
iar with Tila Tequila. She blew up 
off Myspace and she’s a bisexual 
singer. So, she started her own show 
“Looking For Love” whether it be 

in the end, a guy 
or a chick. The 
! rst few weeks, 
the guys and fe-
males don’t know 
about each other. 
They compete for 
her love by go-
ing through all of 
these challenges. 

Her show is entertaining because of 
the challenges and ! ghts. What turns 
me off about this show is just like 
the rest, she’s looking for love from 
90% people that aren’t there for her 
and it sucks because the 10% who 
are there for her are the ! rst ones to 
go home" This show is okay, at least 
the people on here aren’t acting like 
complete idiots"

HELL DATE: This show is wild to 
me. It’s so crazy because you get 
to see different actresses and ac-
tors act a fool on a date to an poor 
unsuspecting sucker and you get to 
see what happens from there. I’ve 
been watching it so far and I’ve 
been laughing my butt off because 
they pick the craziest people and 
put a poor victim on a date with 
them with nowhere to escape. Oh 
yeah, the maximum hell sentence" 
This season holds my interest more 
than last season because it has more 
wildness in it" This show is decent"



What Happens When 
Athletes Get Injured

by Matthew Jones     
When professional athletes get in-
jured, it’s very hard on them but it 
really depends on how bad the injury 
is. If it’s nothing serious, the player 
would just sit out for a couple of 
games and get right back to it. If the 
injury is serious, then they would 
be put on the injured list and pos-
sibly miss the rest of the season but 
they will 
get paid if 
they can 
play the 
next sea-
son. But if 
the player 
can not 
play for 
a certain 
amount of 
s e a s o n s 
the team 
o w n e r 
would usu-
ally buy 
the player out of his contract or if it 
is their last season the player would 
just be ! red.

  Thats why is is important to go to 
college before you enter an profes-
sional league because if you brake 
a bone or something you can have 
something to fall back on.   For ex-
ample, Stanford college fullback 
Nick Frank has been diagnosed 
with a narrowing of a vertebra in 
his spine that will end his football 
career. Frank has had repeated 
episodes of tingling and numb-
ness in his arms dating back to 
last season. But the symptoms 

returned this season and peaked last 
week against San Jose State. Frank 
saw neurological surgeons this week 
and was given the diagnosis. Frank 
said the numbness came after the 
frequent collisions a fullback has 
in a game. Frank explained that, “I 
had to make a decision for my long-
term health. This is something that 

is de! nitely 
bigger than 
the game of 
football.”

   The sports 
player who 
did not get a 
degree in col-
lege or didn’t 
go to college 
have to ! nd a 
way to make 
money to pay 
f o r 

all the expensive things 
they have bought. Football 
player Danny Woodhead 
was injured in 2005 and 
now is working as a Elvis 
impersonator in Vegas to 
make money. He recently 
! led a 16 million dollar 
law suit against the player 

that ended 
his career. 
I think it is 
important 
to have a 
plan B and 
C just in case your 
plan A does not work 
out the way you 
planned.

Tribute to X
by Lauren Taylor

Slave Mentality got you thinking 
this is your reality

When it’s really all an illusion, so 
you came to the conclusion

That you’re stupid cause your black 
Man you know you talking smack,
See it’s because of your master your 

life is a disaster 
Therefore you are blind with shack-

les on your mind 
Thought america would be the 

dream, 
Well from a distance is the only way 

that could have been seen
It’s really a nightmare cause your 

soul is trapped 
Theres no light here,

It’s hard being here cause you don’t 
know who your are,

You’ve accepted the fact that you’re 
trapped and said screw that star,

I’m not even sure who I am 
If you met me it’s shown,

I changed my last name to “X” it 
stands for the Unknown.
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Entrepreneurs
by Geontae Womack and Matthew Arnett

Entrepreneurs are an important part 
of society today because they invest 
money into things that make our com-
munity and country better as a whole. 
They also help fund different types of 
programs that improve our children’s 
future; but not just the children’s future, 
everyones future in general, to make 
businesses bene! t everyone as a 
whole.

It can be bene! cial to people in other 
ways like making smaller businesses 
grow into major industries that can 
help people in everyday situations or 
problems with money but in order to be 
an entrepreneur you must be able to 
deal with money and be able to man-
age big numbers and able to deal with 
mathematical errors.

Entrepreneurs are great role models to 
younger people because it tells them 
what could they achieve by being their 
own boss, not having to take orders 
from people higher in position than you 
because when you’re an entrepreneur, 

there’s no one higher.  

One entrepreneur who has 
made a living as an artist is 
Tyrue Jones who said “I am 
a strong believer in involve-
ment and dedication with 
whatever your propose or 
goal is.” which means that 
with dedication and with 
your determination, you can 
achieve anything you put 
your mind to.

Another entrepreneur, Heidi 
Hickman explained the power 
of owning you own busi-
ness and the importance of 

supporting community based 
businesses and organizations and the 
spending power each of us has. “As 
you put your dollars in the Litle Black 
Pearl, all of those dollars go back 
into the program... We try to get our 
students to understand [the value of 
a dollar] whether its one dollar, two 
dollars, or ! fty dollars. It’s extremely 
useful …and you’re always making a 
political statement, like buying a pair of 
gym shoes; who you buy them for, and 
where you buy them from.”

Entrepreneurs are able to direct the 
$ ow of currency by choosing where to 
supply their goods from and where they 
set up shop. The business owner is 
also making a statement with the type 
of products or services they provide. 
For the business owners who want to 
bene! t the community. It’s important 
to research the products or services 
they want to provide to make sure that 
those things will really be helpful. The 
“Get Rich or Die Trying” mentality is 
hurting us. Too many people aren’t 
concerned with the effect that their 
greed is having on the world. Wake up 
and do something different.

There is a lot of opportunity for en-
trepreneurs and many resources and 
programs to help new businesses get 
started. There is also a lot of support 
for programs focused of helping the 
community through education and 
social services. Still, the responsi-
bilities of a business owner should 
not be take lightly, it is a great chal-
lenge to have the discipline to do 
what has to be do with no one to tell 
you what to do. The rewards, however, 
are priceless.
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Nigga- is a word which evolved from the 
derogative term “nigger”. Tupac  best 
de! ned the two . 

 Nigger-A Black man with a slavery 
chain around his neck

Nigga- A Black man with a 
gold chain on his neck 

The de! nition of the word 
nigger is a black person 
who is ignorant and who 
is politically, economi-
cally, socially and cultur-
ally disenfranchised. An 
urban term for the word 
nigga is a word used by a 
black person when around 
friends or in a group of 
cool people. If outside the 
African American race, if a 
white person were to use 
the word toward a black 
person, it would be seen 
as very offensive. If a 
white person were to use 
the word just to be saying 
it here are some examples 
of what the turn out would 
be. 

A word a white person 
can NEVER say while a black person 
is present or they will be beat down, but 
they say it with fellow white people

White person A: yo nigga
White person B: *looks around*
White person A: there none around I 
checked already
White person B: well in that case, fo 
shizzle my nizzle niggaaaa. 

Why Use the “N Word”
by Andrea Price

What is the purpose of this? Is it some-
thing that the white people put on us in 
our slavery days? What is the purpose 
of using the word? Why do people use 
the word the way they do or why do 
they use it as often as that they do?I 
feel that this word is something that the 

white man has labeled us black people 
as. I also feel that all blacks can and will 
be able to overcome what some others 
think we won’t. Personally, when people 
use to used the “N” word around me, I 
didn’t think much of it until people start 
explaining to me the meaning of the 
word and I realized we shouldn’t use the 
the “N” word because it signi! es an ig-
norant person. African American people 
fail to realize they’re calling each other 
stupid, so if you’re not stupid don’t use 
the word because you’re not a “Nigga”.

Hey you there with yo hair so nappy

N*gga Please

 And why yo lips so big?

N*gga Please

Why yo skin so dark?

N*gga Please

Why yo nose so wide?

N*gga Please

And Why you sit on the 
porch just to look at the 

neighbors?

N*gga Please

Is it because you black or is 
it because you worthless?

N*gga Please

Why you talk in slang?

N*gga please

Why you walk that way?

N*gga Please

Why you wear the clothes you wear?

N*gga Please 

Is this the name that the white man has 
labeled me as?

I say no" I am who I am

And no, I am NOT A NIGGA"""

N*GGA PLEASE
by Andrea Price

30






